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A word from 
the Editor

The colder months are well 
and truly upon us now. What 
will you all do as we enter the 
festive period?
Last year my daughter took heed from 
Martin Lewis on one of his money-saving 
programmes. He talked about not buying 
'unnecessary presents'. Of how people 
can get themselves into debt at this time 
of year, feeling pressured to buy gifts for 
a far wider range of people beyond key 
friends and family. My daughter explained 
that where she works a culture had grown 
where 'everyone would buy presents for 
everyone'. Things were really out of hand. 
She told her core team she was not buying 
any presents for them that year and offered 
the suggestion that they all went out for a 
great meal as a gift to each other instead. 
Everyone agreed and new tradition, with 
massive savings, and more meaningful 
relationship was born. 
This year we are doing this as a family. 
Making sure that we spend more time 
with each other without the worry of 

unnecessary spending. The best present 
we can give each other, as a family spread 
across the country, is the quality time of 
being together. The perfect plan for me. 
There are, of course, exceptions to our 'no 
presents for family' rule, but within those 
of us who have what we need, the law is 
set! Only time will tell whether we like 
this new idea or not!
Another thing that came up was to make 
sure you tell your Santa-age children that 
father Christmas brought you the less 
expensive gifts, but you bought the big 
presents. So when children go back to 
school they won’t hear that 'Santa' had 
been more extravagant with their friends 
than with them.
However you spend this winter, make it 
one that nourishes and nurtures you and 
your family. One that just keeps you warm 
and safe with no stress and worry. I think 
the phrase is peace on earth and goodwill 
to all.

Happy winter everyone
Julie

by Julie Crompton

Copy deadline for the Spring Issue:
Saturday 1st February
julie@monster-creative.com

If you have any events, stories, photographs or 
news, please let me know. If you don’t tell me 
I can’t pop it in our very own little mag!

Jim Glanville
Little Marcle

Sally Smart
Aylton

Lesley Clothier
Pixley

John Sandfield
Putley

A BIG 
THANK
YOU

News from last issue's front cover star Kitty. 
Her 'Get Together for Cancer' raised a 
whopping £303! A big thank you to all of  
those able to support her with their generosity.

A winter’s tale

theciderpress
A few more people from the expanding Cider Press team - The friendly faces 
below are your advertising contacts. When you want to place an advert in the 
Cider Press, these are the guys to talk to. Contact details on page 31
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Trees Please
by Norman Stanier

As the threat of our Climate 
Emergency becomes even more 
real and extreme weather begins 
to affect us all, even in the 
relatively benign conditions of 
The Shire, many of us wonder 
what we can personally do to 
help, even just a little, here in 
our own backyard.
It is so easy to feel helpless and powerless in 
a world beset by challenges on a global scale 
that we can end up shrugging our shoulders, 
hiding under a blanket and simply do 
nothing at all.

One proven, direct, simple and achievable 
thing to do is to Plant a Tree and it is to this 
end that there have been several conversations 
with various individuals and groups in and 
around the Parishes to look at the best way to 
make this happen over the next two years.

This article is to let Cider Press readers know 
what is afoot, garner support and to set up a 
working group to meet in the New Year.

The group aims to be fairly informal, as non 
bureaucratic as possible and to work with a 
wide range of people and organisations.

We would welcome expressions of interest 
by Christmas please.

If you are interested in joining the group or 
helping in any way, please contact: 
Norman: normanstanier@icloud.com or 
Sally: sallywebster.net

Photo: Richard Crompton

Leadon Valley
Accountancy Ltd

Providing a tailored approach to all your 
accounting and taxation requirements:

• Bookkeeping
• Payroll
• VAT
• Management Accounts
• Budgeting and Forecasting
• Financial Accounts
• Personal and Business Tax

Ledbury Business Centre
136 Bridge Street, Ledbury, HR8 2AS

01531 631095
Louise@lvaccountancy.co.uk

www.lvaccountancy.co.uk

The World’s End/The Trumpet

On display in the New Bodleian Library 
are fragments of tapestry maps.  They 
were commissioned by Ralph Sheldon 
in the 1590s for his home in Weston, 
Warwickshire. Known as the Sheldon 
Tapestry Maps, they are of Gloucestershire, 
Oxfordshire and Worcestershire, are woven 

in wool and silk, and are fine examples 
of cartography and decorative art dating 
from the 1590s. The only complete map 
is of Warwickshire and is in the Warwick 
Museum.

Part of one map shows Ledbury, Munsley, 
Yalton (Aylton?), Stretton  and Taddington.  
Where the road between Taddington and 
Ledbury crosses the Stretton  to Yalton road 
is a place named The World’s End.  Which 
might be where we know The Trumpet. 

Trumpets will sound The Apocalypse 
according to St John in the Book of 
Revelations; perhaps the world’s end.

Is anyone able to shed light on who, why 
and when the name changed?

by Tim Beaumont
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A matter of taste

by Melissa Hawker   Tasty Gifts
Food is always a welcome 
gift in our house, but there is 
something really special about 
such a gift that people have 
made themselves.  So here are 
a couple of ideas for you to try 
in time for Christmas.
These pickled pears are delicious with cheese, 
especially blue cheeses like Stilton, but are 
also perfect sliced with crumbly Wensleydale 
and some walnuts on chicory leaves as a 
starter. They are also good with cold meats. 
Pick small pears that will look good and fit in 
the jars better, and don’t feel you have to stick 
to these spices, ones like ginger or star anise 
also work well.

Pickled Pears 
• Pared zest of a lemon
• 10 cloves
• 2tsp crushed black peppercorns
• 1 tsp crushed allspice berries
• 2 sprigs of rosemary
• 1 litre cider or wine vinegar
• 2 cinnamon sticks
• 1kg caster sugar
• 2kg small pears
Put all ingredients except the pears in 
pan, stir over the heat until the sugar has 
dissolved
Peel, core & halve the pears, add to pan and 
simmer for 15mins or until tender.  Remove 
the pears and drain

Boil the syrup rapidly for 15mins until it has 
reduced by a third and thickened slightly
Pack fruit into warm jars, distribute the 
spices to look attractive and pour over 
enough hot syrup to cover. Seal & leave for 
month before using.
I love all things almondy!  The gift of a little 
bag of Amaretti Biscuits is always acceptable 
and I could easily being very selfish and eat 
them all myself, but I usually overcome this 
and serve them with coffee.  They have the 
advantage of being gluten and dairy free too.  
As often with recipes, it is impossible to be 
exact about the amounts of ingredients as 
much will depend on the size of your eggs!  
But you are after a soft & malleable paste, 
so adjust the amount of almonds/sugar as 
needed.

Photo: Richard Crompton

Amaretti Biscuits
• 180g ground almonds
• 120g caster sugar
• grated zest of half a lemon
• ½ tspn almond extract
• pinch of salt
• 2 egg whites
• 1 tbsp. honey
• 100g flaked almonds
• Icing sugar
Mix the almonds, sugar, lemon zest, almond 
essence and salt well
Whip the egg whites and honey to form 
firm peaks.  Using a metal spoon, gently 
fold into the almond mix to get that soft 
malleable paste
Roll into 20g balls, then gently roll in the 
flaked almonds and icing sugar

 

Put on a baking tray lined with greaseproof 
paper and flatten them slightly
Bake at 160° for about 15 minutes.  You 
want them to be slightly golden, but still 
chewy in the middle
If you are feeling very generous, as well as 
being delicious with coffee, these go really 
well with a bottle of Vin Santo as well!

On the Sunday of this year’s Harvest-time 
weekend, the Big Apple Committee hosted a 
celebration to mark thirty years since the very 
first Big Apple.  Representatives of venues, 
fruit farms, event organisers, helpers, visitors 
and their families from the earliest years 
gathered in the Haywain Barn at Hellens, 

to raise a toast with a cup of tea or glass of 
cider, and a slice of apple cake. ‘Uke’ Can’t 
Be Serious’ with their ukuleles made it into 
a proper party!  A slide show of early photos 
reminded us all how much has changed in the 
apple world in those thirty years – and how 
much we’ve all changed too! 

Big Apple 30th Birthday by Jackie Denman
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Aylton - 01531 670349
bookings@whitehousecottages.co.uk

www.whitehousecottages.co.uk

HOUSE FULL?

If you have a houseful of visitors on the way, 
why not put them up just around the corner in one 

of our five charming cottages? Perfect for family 
gatherings and special occasions.

Your  
Local  

Optician
 

34-36 High Street
Bromyard

Herefordshire
HR7 4AE

T: 01885 488259

Putley Harvest Supper

This popular occasion took place in mid-
October when the apple harvest was in full 
swing. Seventy locals of all ages enjoyed the 
supper of cottage pie and a massive array 
of tempting desserts and then the dancing 
began.  ‘ Whiffelby‘ our Ceilidh band, 

skilfully led us through two enjoyable hours 
of dancing until we all wandered home, well 
fed and well exercised.

Thanks to all those who contributed to the 
preparation and to those who came to enjoy 
the occasion.

GREENHOUSE
Tales from the garden 
It started with “the 
Datura and lemon 
tree need moving 
inside for the winter”. 

“Inside” is an old greenhouse, built against 
a nice brick wall which retains the heat. 
But it is stuffed.  To the gunwales. With 
tools, seed trays, cloches, seeds, string, cane 
tops, you know how we gardener’s keep 
anything useful.  For the first time in 15 
years we decided to give it a bit of a clean.  
Nothing silly like polishing the glass, but 
taking most things off most surfaces and 
brushing the obvious bits.

The first item I picked up was a white 
plastic box containing seed packets which 
promptly fell to pieces.  As did several 
other plastic containers gone brittle in the 
sun.  The assorted sticks and canes seemed 
to have danced their way all round and 
were in odd vertical and horizontal piles. 
Those roly poly things on which you put 
pots too heavy to move skittered about of 
their own free will every time I looked at 
them.  A pile of strawberry growing boxes 
leered at me reproachfully as I had been 
going to use them for lots of delicious 
winter salads but somehow it hasn’t quite 
happened.  As we moved things around 
nasty sharp tools fell off the wall – who 
uses a scythe nowadays anyway – and we 
dropped the most vital little knife behind 
the staging needing the contortions of a 
gymnast to retrieve it.

The shelf with the plant feeds was 

horrifying.  We think we don’t use any 
artificial fertilisers or sprays but seem to 
have a garden centre’s selection of multi 
purpose, particular purpose and very-
rarely-used purpose plant food.  Why are 
they all so fussy?  Ericaceous this, lime 
hating that,  summer feed, winter feed, 
boosters for turning plants green or more 
bountiful or more floriferous.

Why can’t they all have a dollop of plain 
compost and get on with it? Our sons 
didn’t get a choice of meals – they ate their 
parsnips and pigs’ trotters or went hungry.  

Having brushed up a lot of spilt soil and 
seeds and dead leaves we actually got out 
the vacuum cleaner.  I know, I know, a bit 
over the top but the place was still filthy.  
The spider’s webs against the wall hung 
like swathes of muslin and the bottoms 
of every item on a shelf or the floor had 
bits sticking to them so all needed a good 
brush.  The seed packets were a collection 
of in and out of date strange vegetables 
which we never tried and packets of 
nasturtiums, which I love, but can’t think 
where to put to let them take over.  Plus 
enough beans, runner, broad, French, 
climbing to start a vegan nursery.

So now we’re ready, just waiting for a 
Strong Man to lift the two big pots back 
in.  The Datura has gone mad this year, 
absolutely covered in huge yellow trumpets 
and it will take up a lot of space until its 
February hack down.  The lemon has a lot 
of green fruit which we may have to call 
“limes” if anyone wants a gin and tonic.  
Which after all that effort we did.  And it 
was only lunchtime!

by Rosa Mundi

Archive photo: Richard Crompton



10 11

Last year, three friends got 
together to form Verging on 
Wild (VOW). 
Independently, we had noticed how a 
number of roadside verge nature reserves 
(RVNRs) in Herefordshire were no longer 
being managed and in some cases were 
scrubbing over; and that verges in general, 
were being cut in May, often when the 
wild flowers growing on them were coming 
into their prime and certainly before they 
had chance to set seed or the insect life 
associated with them, had completed its 
life cycle. By forming VOW, we set about 
to change this and now have groups of 
volunteer supporters and verge guardians 
throughout the county, helping to manage 
these reserves and identify new ones. We 
are liaising closely with Balfour Beatty 
and parish councils with RVNRs in their 
parishes, and in some cases, local farmers 
are helping us with management e.g. by 
cutting the verge in Autumn after most 
flowers have set seed and by removing the 
cuttings that volunteers have raked up.

If you know of any special verges locally, 
please let us know. We can survey them 
next year and if they meet the designation 
criteria, add them to our growing list 
county-wide. Along with the existing sites, 
still deemed viable, we are now up to 36 
although that is still a long way off the 
90 or so verge reserves that neighbouring 

Gloucestershire has.

In the meantime, there are promising signs 
that Herefordshire Council will soon be 
adopting Plantlife’s verge management 
guidelines. These have recently been 
updated and can be found at plantlife.
love-wildflowers.org.uk/roadvergecampaign 
Please sign up to Plantlife’s campaign – 
almost 600 people in Herefordshire already 
have but the more support received in 
the county, the stronger the message will 
be. Clearly road safety considerations 
remain paramount and Balfour Beatty will 
continue to make sure that mowing takes 
place, as and when required, at visibility 
splays at junctions etc.

VOW is working closely with Plantlife and 
is affiliated to Herefordshire Wildlife Trust 
who provide insurance cover for volunteers 
and are providing us with H&S training. 
We are also supported in our aims by the 
Malvern Hills and Wye Valley Areas of 
Outstanding Beauty and the Herefordshire 
Meadows Group. Feel free to get in touch 
with any one of us if you want to find out 
more.

Suzanne Noble 
suzanne@lowerhazlefarm.co.uk

Anne Crane 
annecrane59@gmail.com

Sally Webster 
sally@sallywebster.net

Verging on Wild
by Sally Webster

A Fabulous Send-off
Dear friends Many thanks 
for your lovely kind words 
and gifts to mark our recent 
departure from Putley. 

We are beginning to settle in Devon where 
everything seems to be two or three miles 
further apart and even more rural than in 
the shire of Hereford. More rain too! Cattle, 
sheep and clotted cream are slowly taking the 
place of orchards, horses, and hops.

Thankfully, local village halls and churches 
seem to be just as deep rooted, bringing 
abundant life to all – harvest suppers (two!), 
bingo, café style brunches and talks on 
wildlife all have a familiar feel as well as 
being quite distinct. It is of course, 'friends' 
that make a community. Friends that share 
the fruits of love, joy, peace, patience and 
kindness. We would love to hear how you are 
getting on; and if you are ever heading this 
way, you are warmly invited to taste and see 
life in North Devon.

Every blessing 
John and Alice Rhodes

Putley Village Café
Come to the Parish Hall 

to Meet, eat and chat with 
friends. 

Friday 15th Nov 
12.00 – 2.00pm

Friday 17th Jan
12.00 – 2.00pm

Friday 21st Feb 
12.00 – 2.00pm

£2.50 Soup & roll
£1.50 for tea/

coffee and cake
Do you need a lift? 

Like to donate Vegetables 
or nut free home-made or 
shop bought cakes for the 

Café? Please contact:

Penny Parkman 
07866 751058

Come alone or with a friend - you will have a warm welcome
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Did you know that Putley 
has an Emergency Plan in 
place to mitigate the effects of 
emergency events affecting the 
parish and its residents? 
It means that if there is an emergency in our 
village there is an established protocol in place 
to respond. 

We are lucky enough to have a number of 
people and resources within the village that 
we can draw upon for any crises that may 
arise; Nigel Rolinson (07832 236 277) is the 
Emergency Coordinator and can help provide 
specialised resources like lifting machinery, 
tractors and chainsaws etc. whilst Kay Harris 
at Putley Green (07973 478 086) has First 
Aid knowledge; but you can contact anyone 
on the Parish Council and they will try to 
help or put you in touch with someone able 
to assist. A list of contact numbers for parish 
council members and other contacts within 
the village can be found elsewhere in the 
Cider Press.

Almost anything that affects us as residents of 
Putley will in some form or other fall under 
the purview of the Parish Council. 

Whether it is roads, footpaths, signage or 
building applications; it makes sense for you 

to familiarise yourself with the work of your 
Parish Council and its representatives. One 
way in which you can do this is by reading this 
new regular column in the Cider Press or by 
attending the parish council meetings which 
are regularly convened in Putley Parish Hall 
at 7.30pm. The next date is Thursday 21st 
November.

This month the council received a report from 
Jonathan Lester, the Herefordshire Council 
Ward member who tries to attend all parish 
council meetings within his remit to keep 
everyone posted of developments within the 
county. Jonathan updated us on the recent 
changes within Herefordshire Council which 
mean that progress on the Hereford By-Pass 
has been paused pending a review. Jonathan 
also agreed to try to find more information 
regarding the new private road that you see 
on the left of the Lugg Flats when driving into 
Hereford. The Herefordshire Council website 
and the minutes of the Cabinet meetings, in 
particular, are a prime source of information 
for monitoring developments that affect our 
county – just Google: Herefordshire cabinet 
agenda.

September’s meeting also saw Putley Parish 
Council consider planning application no. 
192899/162382, for a triple car port in 
Putley.

PUTLEY 
PARISH COUNCIL

nestledbury.co.uk

thenest

CAFE - DELI - STORE
Gallery & Outdoor Venue

Hereford Road, Ledbury
Herefordshire HR8 2PZ

01531 670816
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In the 1960’s, Dr Richard 
Beeching was instrumental in 
the closure of thousands of loss 
making miles of rail-track and 
stations. 
It was a time of falling passenger numbers, 
and ever increasing costs of an inefficient 
network that still relied on steam power. 
Increasingly, people were using the car as it 
was more convenient and car ownership was 
increasing rapidly.
Parallels can be drawn to the predicament 
facing the Church of England today. 
Congregations are falling, against a 
backdrop of ever increasing costs of old 
buildings, a failure to modernise the 
institution and people choosing to spend 
their time in other ways. Nowhere is this 
more acutely felt than in the rural church. 
As income has fallen, the response of the 
Anglican church has been to cut its clergy 
costs so that now it is not uncommon for a 
priest to look after more than half a dozen 
churches. A greater reliance on unpaid or 
retired clergy is necessary to keep the show 
on the road. Meanwhile the maintenance 
and running of individual churches falls 
to fewer and fewer dedicated individuals. 
Many rural churches are reaching a tipping 
point where, but for the dedication of these 
individuals, closure beckons. It’s often lack 
of people that precipitates church closure as 
much as lack of money.
Rural churches are a part of our landscape 
and interwoven into our Communities and 
way of life. People have a nostalgic affection 
for their local church even though they may 
only visit occasionally. In many parishes, 
there is nothing else, as village shops and 
pubs have closed. Churches are a focal point 

that brings our communities physically 
together in an increasingly on-line age. 
People often turn to their local church at 
key points in their lives and there is a belief, 
just as there was in the 1960’s ‘pre-Beeching’, 
that the church will always be there. The 
truth is very different. The massive rise in 
interest in ‘festival churches’ bears witness to 
this. There are 3 such applications going on 
in the Ledbury team to my knowledge, out 
of 17 churches. 
Different churches need to adapt to change 
in different ways. Some buildings do not 
lend themselves to alternative uses. At 
Little Marcle, we are lucky in that we have 
a large uncluttered building in a relatively 
good state of repair with its own car park 
and access. We see our future, if we are to 
avoid closure, as a community based one. 
Herefordshire may not be at the cutting 
edge for many things but our diocese is a 
national leading light on modernisation 
(or re-ordering as they call it). With their 
support Little Marcle Church can see a 
bright future; already we have pre-app 
permission for extensive re-ordering to 
allow proper community use. Some lottery 
funding has enabled us to build a website 
so that you can view the progress on our 
journey and see the plans and fly-through 
video. Visit www.allangels.community/
community/church-plans/
No one knows what the future holds. We 
often only appreciate things after they’ve 
gone. We can’t let this happen to our rural 
churches. 
In an era of clogged roads, diminishing fossil 
fuels, high CO2 levels, and  global warming, 
Dr Beeching’s cuts might now look foolish 
in hindsight. Perhaps efforts should have 
been made to keep those branch lines open 
after all?

Of Railways and Churches
by Jim Glanville
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“After 4 weeks of rainfall, the “going” 
was predictably soft as nine of us 
ventured out from the Crown at 
Woolhope on October 21st for our 
quarterly “long-walk.” 

The skies speedily brightened though 
and our Trafalgar Day 7 mile circuit was 
ably enhanced by Norman’s old college 
chum Nicholas, who delighted us with 
his explanation of the Woolhope Dome 
“anticline” geology by way of a cake-
making analogy, not to mention how to 

estimate the volume of a haystack! You 
never know when these skills may come 
in handy!

After a welcome pause for refreshment at 
the delightful Sollers Hope church, with 
it’s beautiful harvest-themed entrance, 
we navigated an interesting route on 
marked footpaths across the fields back 
to Woolhope, for a well-deserved pub 
lunch. Many thanks to Sally Smart for 
organising this and Norman Stanier for 
leading the walk.”

Woolhope long walk

Friends of
Putley Church

COMMITTEE VACANCY 

Amanda Johnson, the 
treasurer, has decided it’s time 
to hand over to someone else.
We warmly thank her for eight years of 
service and now have a vacancy for a new 
treasurer and committee member. The 
position is not arduous, and Amanda has 
offered to help with the changeover. Book-
keeping experience would be useful but not 
essential.
 The Friends help maintain the fabric of 
the church and churchyard as a significant 
community landmark, rather than the 
religious ministry. FPC has a strictly 
separate, secular approach.

In recent times, FPC had funded:
A presentation case for 
the Book of Remembrance.
• The restoration of an 

18th Century storage box.
• And a commitment of £5,000 for the 

timber restoration of the church building.
There is a committee of three looking after 
this small charity. We meet just once or 
twice a year. 
If this is of interest and you would 
like more information, please contact the 
committee chairman: Robin Jones
info@friendsofputleychurch.org.uk
01531 670809 Photo: David Murdoch

Photo: David Murdoch

Photo: Sally Smart

by David Murdoch
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The Trumpet and Ledbury 
always have field work 
depending on the weather.
This year, the first half of September was 
very dry but the last half of the month was 
very wet, but both matches just about made 
it. Trumpet Society had a grass field to park 
on, Ledbury was not so good but the big 
tractors came to help and towed the lorries 
in and out.

The Trumpet Society started in 1944, the 
war years. I don't know how that came about 
as a lot of things were in short supply. The 
ground was heavy clay so there was some 
good work to look at. Ploughing is not just 
riding up and down the field, it is very hard 
to keep dead straight and parallel, then 
there's the finish – a few ploughmen come 
to grief here. 

Then there is the Horse Section, hard work 
again, these men are in their shirts with 
sleeves rolled up – no wonder they drank 
cider years ago. Chief Steward Julie Jones 
told me that one horse team came the 
day before and put their horses in some 
nice clover to graze but next morning the 
wagoner had a job to control them, the good 
grass livened them up a bit so the wagoner 
drove around a while to slow them up a bit. 
Families come and talk to the horses and 
stroke their noses etc; children love them.

There is a lot going on at these matches 
besides ploughing: orchard competitions, 
corn samples, fruit on show, hops and roots, 
then there is the Ladies Section with a lot of 
things on show in the food and drink line. 
This show is worth a visit. Come along next 
year. The Secretary, June Green, is the lady 
to sort you out with details.

The Ledbury Ploughing Society match is at 
the end of the same week as the Trumpet. It 
started in 1898, The Ledbury match is much 
the same as the Trumpet so you have two 
matches to choose from or both to go to.

I started match ploughing around 1951-
2 when I lived at Ditton Priors near 
Bridgnorth, using a Fordson N and 

by Don Harris

The Art of Ploughing

Nuffield M4, mostly at YFC matches. 
Mother started Ditton Priors YFC so that 
included a ploughing match. I used trailer 
ploughs first, Ransomes of course, and then 
Ransomes Hydraulic Lift - that was on a 
David Brown 990 and a M H Ferguson 
tractor. Later on I used a Case Model D, 
then an International 275 and last of all 
a MF35 (the little red tractor, as they are 
called). Those big tractors I mentioned 
before make the little Fergie look like a pup, 
and when they catch you up on the road 

they are frightening to see in your mirrors, 
but they have a good breaking system.

Herefordshire ploughmen had a good 
reputation for hedge-laying as well as 
ploughing - best in the world at ploughing 
as it turned out: three world champions.

I have three ploughmen close to where I 
live: one next door and two a mile away. 
Best of luck to them in their competitions.
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Carolling 
around the Parishes
Friday December 20th 2019 

.

For many us, some of the most treasured 
parts of Christmas are the simplest and 
those which give a nod to basic traditions 
and values. Also, in order to combat short 
days and long winter’s nights it can be most 
therapeutic to leave the TV and the fireside, 
put on outdoor clothes and footwear, stride 
outside and relate to the dark skies and 
whatever the weather has to bring.
A good sing is wonderful for wellbeing, 
especially if done in the company of others. 
So, if any or all the above appeal to you, on

Friday evening before 
Christmas, Midwinter’s Eve, 
you know exactly what to do!
Turn up at Dragon House at 6.15pm suitably 
attired and in good voice, to join the Carol 
Singers as they travel around the Parish 
regaling the inhabitants with songs of Good 
Cheer and news of Great Joy.
The monies raised this year will go to St 
Michael’s Hospice and the joy of taking part 
in Carol Singing will help us all to enjoy and 
appreciate what our community has to offer 
us all.
If you plan on coming do please let us 
know by December 18th - Norman Stanier

01531 670263  normanstanier@icloud.com

Pub nights take place from 7.00-10.30 on 
the last Friday of the month. 
The Prancing Pony is run entirely by 
volunteers from among the membership. 
All are welcome, and membership is just £5 
per year. One-off visitors are asked to make a 
donation of £2.

A great way to meet people, sample local 
produce, and find out more about what goes 
on in Putley. We look forward to seeing you!
FRIDAY 13th December 
FRIDAY 31st January
FRIDAY 28th February AGM 6.30pm

We’ve been getting a goodly number of people 
coming to the pub in recent months, which 
is really nice to see – to the point of having to 
order extra beer!  October was a bit down, but 
it was pouring with rain!

December’s Prancing Pony will be slightly 
earlier in the month than usual.  This year it 
will be on the 13th December – the day after 
the General Election, so you can either come 
and drown your sorrows or celebrate a victory, 
or wonder what will happen with another 
‘hung’ Parliament. The PP is strictly neutral 
in party-political terms, so no banner-waving 
or arguments please!  Putley Voices will once 
again entertain with some songs, but at time 
of writing (end Oct) we have no quiz or other 
entertainment planned.  

The Outing to St Fagans Museum of Welsh 

Life and Barry Island at the beginning of 
September went very well and was enjoyed by 
all.  While some people spent the whole day at 
St Fagans (and still didn’t see everything – it’s 
huge), a few went on to Barry Island in the 
afternoon and strolled along the sand, paddled 
in the sea and played crazy golf.

The AGM will be coming up at the end of 
January, so think about what suggestions 
you might have for next year’s PP – Music?  
Quizzes?  Food? 

You can contact us by email – 
putleyprancingpony@gmail.com if you have 
any comments or requests.

Prancing Pony
at Putley Parish Hall by Mary Fielding
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Pixley and District sounds 
very metropolitan but we 
are the combined parochial 
parishes of Munsley, Pixley, 
Aylton and Little Marcle. 
A very rural community with less than 
300 dwellings but include major farming 
enterprises and parts of two main roads 
which meet at the famous Trumpet 
crossroads.

In 2019 we finished our Neighbourhood 
Development Plan which has been adopted 
by Herefordshire County Council. The 
process of making this plan was a fascinating 
exercise in local democracy involving 
questionnaires and a number of public 
meetings. Considering how spread-out we 
are the response was very good and the plan 
that has resulted is a document that has 
great validity in interpreting any planning 
applications within our Parish district. Two 
things in particular that emerged from the 
consultation process are the safety of the 
two major roads and the desire for some 
kind of community centre or resource. 

The Parish Council has been working 
hard to try and influence local policy on 
speed limits on the main roads and in 
particular on the A4172. We know that our 
parishioners would like traffic to slow down 
on these roads and we have been talking to 
the County Council about how this might 
be achieved. This is not an easy issue but 
work continues to make these highways 
safer for those of us who live along them. 

Everyone knows that rural churches are 
under threat from dwindling congregations 
and increasing costs of upkeep. It’s therefore 
especially pleasing that having identified a 

community hub as a desirable thing in the 
NDP consultation process, a proposal has 
come forward from within the Little Marcle 
PCC to use St Michaels and All Angels as 
just such a resource. The church, being late 
Victorian and ‘simple’ inside, lends itself 
architecturally to such and idea. Again, 
consultation has demonstrated that most of 
us think this is a good idea and a working 
party has been formed to progress it. 

Our job is to represent the views of people 
at a grass roots level on local matters so 
do come along to meetings of Pixley and 
District Parish Council - there’s always a slot 
for you to say your piece. 

Pixley and District Parish Council 

STOP PRESS 
Councillor Harrington Cabinet 
Member-Infrastructure and Transport 
has requested that any parishioners 
that have had experience with incidents 
relating to excessive speed on the A4172 
contact him directly to provide him 
with the facts and the details. There is 
no time limit on when the incident may 
have occurred. This feedback is also 
an opportunity if you simply wish to 
express your thoughts on the speed on 
the road. Please contact him via email 
John.Harrington@herefordshire.gov.uk

NEW CHAIRS  
Our next project is to replace the hall chairs, 
60 of them at a cost of £20.00 + VAT each.

We are taking the broken ones, which are 
3rd hand, to the tip rather often these days.

We have already raised almost half the 
amount needed and will be asking people to 
“sponsor a chair” if they would like to do so.  
Reclaiming gift aid gives us another 20%.

MAINTENANCE DAY
Saturday 25th January 2020.  Although we 
are still in 2019 it will soon be time for our 
January maintenance day when so many 
of you turn up to help do the smaller jobs 
which the Trustees can’t carry out.  There is 
always some painting and repairing and this 
time we need to erect some wooden railings 
by the steps, where we currently have an  

unsightly piece of rope.  If fine the car park 
and garden edges will need a weed/trim.  
Please bring tools for any jobs which you 
might do and we will supply the materials.  
Drinks and snacks will be available all day.

BOOKINGS AND 
BORROWINGS
We look forward to taking your bookings 
and you are also welcome to borrow tables 
and chairs, for which we ask  you to give a 
donation.  If you wish to set up or clear up 
before or after the hours booked for an event 
this may be possible but please check there 
are no other bookings first.  

Contact the Secretary on: 01531 670425  
email:  putleyparishhall@tiscali.co.uk

by Josephine Felton

If you are looking for fun, friendship and inspiration, join Putley WI! We meet at Putley Parish Hall at 7.30p 
on the second Wednesday of each month. If you need more information just give Julie a call.  

Julie Crompton on: 01531 670340 or email: julie@monster-creative.com

Putley WI - A warm welcome awaits
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Exercise is still good for 
us, however the new 
guidelines by the UK chief 
medical officers allow us 
to include shorter stints of 
physical activity.
Every time we walk or sprint up the stairs 
counts towards the recommended 150 
minutes per week or 30 mins for 5 days in 
each week – previously we had to do at least 
10 minutes to experience the benefits.

This is good news indeed and will inspire 
me to get off the computer chair and up the 
stairs from time to time. Simon from Putley 
recently said. ‘It amazes me, I go up the 
stairs and watch all the youngsters taking the 
escalator, one day they’ll work it out!’

We are also reminded of how important it 
is to develop or maintain muscle strength. 
Dr Charlie Foster chair of the Chief medical 
officer’s expert committee for physical 
activity reminds us of how important muscle 
strength is in staving off a natural decline in 
muscle mass and bone density as we age. ‘It 
has become the forgotten guideline’ he says. 
‘Gardening, carrying heavy shopping bags or 
doing gym classes can all help’.

As we age our balance & co-ordination can 
suffer so taking up activities such as yoga, 
pilates, tai chi, bowls can reduce our chances 
of falls.

The new guidelines also encourage disabled 
people to take on two days of strength 
& balance exercises each week and 150 
minutes of moderate activity.

Pregnant mothers should be mindful of 
these guidelines but tailor their activity to 
the stage of pregnancy. Babies should also be 
given 30 minutes ‘tummy’ time each day if 
they are not yet crawling. 

The overall message is still the same any 
activity is better than none and more is 
better still!

Monday Putley Fitness Walks 
Dec 2nd, Jan 6th, Feb 3rd. Meet at the Parish 
Hall to set off at 10am. Followed by drinks.

We walk between 2.5 and 3 miles. For further 
information ring Sally on 07468 793405 

Sally Smart is a fitness specialist who has led 
Walking & Running groups for 20 years. She 
ran the marathon as Sally Ellis in the Barcelona 
Olympics in 1992. 

New UK guidelines 
for physical activity

by Sally Smart

AYLTON NEWS 

Pamper Evening 

This Spring, come and enjoy an evening of beauty - Price includes drinks and nibbles
Court Farm, Aylton - Date TBC - Please contact Rebecca Jones on: 01531 67025

Tickets £15    

Our chosen local charity for next year is Hereford MIND
For the  latest information, please visit our Facebook page @ Aylton news

AYLTON CHURCH
15th December at 6pm

PUNCH & MINCE PIES
Come and join our ‘One-Off Choir’ at 5.30pm

Children and adults all welcome

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

Cookery Demonstrations
The line-up includes Michelin starred chef 
Stephen Bull. After the demo everyone will 

share a delicious, sit down luncheon
January and February - Dates TBC 

The Stowage, home of Selina Marcon 
01531 670900

For more information and to book: 
Please contact Sue Moger  07970 860575

Tickets £35  
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Magic Dragon 
Spooky Cider Pressing!

I’m sure that ageless mythical 
creature from the song "Puff the 
Magic Dragon” was looking down 
on the seven cider-making souls 
who "gathered in the autumn mist 
in the land round old Putley” this 
Halloween.
A gorgeous-looking haul of Kingston Black, 
Dabinett and Michelin apples were milled 
through an electric “scatter”. The resulting 
pulp was lovingly loaded and folded into the 
“hairs” on the unique cider press that was 
gifted to The Big Apple for community use 
by the family of local cider matriarch, the 
late Jean Nowell. 

These parcels of apple pulp were 
traditionally wrapped in long straw or 

horsehair (hence being called “hairs") but 
as is usual nowadays, we used a modern 
polyester cloth, which allows the juice to 
flow through it while preventing the solid 
matter from being squeezed out under 
pressure.

The stack of these pulp parcels is known 
as a “cheese” which is then compressed to 
extract the juice.

Many manual cider presses use a big wooden 
screw mechanism to exert the necessary 
pressure on the cheese, but this one 
intriguingly uses a big hydraulic bottle jack!

Charlie Smart kept a technical oversight 
on proceedings with the aid of his handy 
hydrometer, and thirty gallons of very tasty 
juice has now begun its natural process 
of transforming into a fine ferment, to be 
enjoyed as cider in the late spring.

• MOT Testing
• Servicing 
• Mechanical Repairs
• A/C Re-Gas and Repairs
• Auto Gearbox Flushing

• 4 x Wheel Laser Tracking
• Tyres, Batteries & Exhausts
• Hybrid/Ev Vehicle Servicing
• Engine Diagnostics
• Trailer Servicing

Call us now on:  670278
TRUMPET • LEDBURY • HEREFORDSHIRE • HR8 2RA
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To Book a Table call: o1531 67o277
email: TheTrumpetInn@mail.com      www.TrumpetInnLedbury.co.uk

Open 7 days a week
Our wonderful, friendly team can serve 

you great tasty food, excellent ales, wines, 
whiskys and a full selection of soft drinks.

Dogs always welcome in the bar.

Steak Monday2 x Sirloin Steaks £25
Fish & Chip Wednesday

2 x Fish & Chips £14 Cash Withdrawals
Cash & Cheque Deposits
Parcel Returns

Mobile Phone top ups
Gas and Electricity top ups
Bill Payments

Open on Mondays 1pm - 3pm
(except bank holidays)

Putley Parish Hall

The Voices returned to Putley Village 
hall in September for the new term of 
music, laughter and a welcome drink to 
lubricate our vocal chords. 

 
We have gained two new singers and two 
returning ones and now have eighteen singers 
from Putley and surrounding area including 
Ledbury, Little Marcle, Kynaston and Aylton.

Besides singing the familiar and popular 
pieces we have enjoyed over the last few years, 
we are learning some new ones and have 
begun some  Christmas music. 

Join us if you can when we sing for you 
at the Prancing Pony on 13th December, 
Putley Carol Service on 22nd December 
and Hellens Barn in Much Marcle on 4th 
December at 5.30 for the Christmas Fair.

The Voices sing again

October Results: 
First prize no 19  Second prize no 44  

November Results: 
First prize no 2 Second prize no 4  

September Results: 
First prize no 33 Second prize no 16
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CONTACTS

Call: 01531 670340   julie@monster-creative.com   www.monster-creative.com

AYLTON
Church     Selina Marcon - marconselina@gmail.com  01531 670900 
Parish Council Allen Mawby - allenandirene@hotmail.com  01531 670185  

LITTLE MARCLE
Church Jim Glanville - jimglanville@btinternet.com  07800 714011 
Parish Council Mike Skittery - mskittery@gmail.com  01531 670227 

PIXLEY 
Church  Beata Davison - beata.davison@googlemail.com  07989 108237 
Parish Council Steve Swaithes - steveswaithes@hotmail.com  01531 670433

PUTLEY
Church Eric Porter - ejpejpejp@aol.com  07527 444949 
Parish Council Norman Stanier - normanstanier@icloud.com  01531 670263 
 Chrissie Daniels - putleyclerk@gmail.co.uk  07484 055877
PCC Tim Beaumont - tim.beaumont@btinternet.com  01531 670801

Vicar Val Tait - valtait@live.co.uk  01531 634035

WI Julie Crompton - julie@monster-creative.com  01531 670340

Prancing Pony Mary Fielding - putleyprancingpony@gmail.com  01531 670389

Parish Hall Josephine Felton - josephinefelton@tiscali.co.uk  01531 670425

Wildlife Group Kate Wollen - kate.wollen@forestry.gsi.gov.uk  01531 670834

Tree Warden Sally Webster - sally@sallywebster.net  07836 389369

Cider Press
Editorial Julie Crompton - julie@monster-creative.com  01531 670340
Advertising
Aylton Sally Smart - sallysmart1000@gmail.com  07468 793405 
Little Marcle Jim Glanville - jimglanville@btinternet.com  07800 714011
Pixley Lesley Clothier - lesley.clothier@yahoo.co.uk   07957 435276 
Putley John Sandfield  - john.sandfield@gmail.com  07961 652357 

 

I am thrilled to 
have joined the Cider 
Group of Churches 
as your new Rector.
Thank you to everyone who made Saturday 
November 16th such a special day for 
family, friends and former parishioners from 
the Ford Group of Parishes to enjoy, at my 
Licensing service at St Bartholomew's Much 
Marcle to mark the beginning of my new 
ministry here.

To some I may be a vaguely familiar name, 
or face around the area, as I first moved 
to Ledbury in 1984 when I arrived as a 
Paediatric Nurse (after training at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital in London) 
to work on the Childrens' wards at 
Hereford County Hospital.   In 1987/88 
I spent a year training as a District 
Nurse, before a colleague and I set up the 
Paediatric Community Nursing service 
for Herefordshire.  Thereafter, I worked a 
dual role with 3 days each week visiting/
supporting sick children and their families 

at home across Herefordshire/Powys, whilst 
continuing 2 days per week in the Children's 
ward.   

My call to Ordination saw my departure 
to Bristol in 1999 for two years of study 
at a theological college, before returning 
to be Ordained as a Deacon at Hereford 
Cathedral in 2001, and as Priest in 2002.

I served my Curacy with great colleagues 
in the West Hereford Team, before moving 
in 2006 to the north west 'outpost' of our 
Diocese to the Ford Group of Parishes 
where I have served as Rector of six 
rural Churches straddling the English/
Welsh borderlands on the western side of 
Shrewsbury.  

I am really looking forward to meeting each 
of you in the coming weeks and months in 
our communities and Churches.  Please do 
be in touch to make enquiries, or to organise 
the celebration of special family occasions - 
Christenings, Weddings, Anniversaries etc.  
Also the celebration of the lives of loved 
ones with Funerals in our Churches and/or 
the Crematorium.

Returning to Ledbury for this new 
opportunity to serve as your Rector in the 
Cider Group of Churches has brought to 
mind lines of a favourite poem by T. S. 
Eliot's from the 'Four Quartets'

“We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring  
Will be to arrive where we started  
And know the place for the first time” 

I look forward to our journey of exploration 
of faith and life together in the years ahead. 

Best wishes 

Val
Revd Val Tait
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